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5 Things to know before you transform your Heirloom Jewelry into New Jewelry 

 
So, you have some heirloom jewelry and you want to reuse the stones and possibly some of the metal? 
Great!… However, this can often be more complicated and expensive than you may assume. Many people find 
it is worth the extra cost to retain the sentimental value and history of the materials. We want to help you 
identify if this is a process that is right for you before getting started, so we’ve outlined some of the most 
important factors to consider below. 

 
1. Take it to an appraiser first.  If you don’t know the historical or monetary value of your heirloom 
jewelry piece, we suggest taking it to an appraiser before altering it in any way.  They may help you decide 
whether your piece is worth preserving, or is a good candidate for turning into something new.  We have an 
appraiser who we work closely with, and we’d be happy to share her information with you. If you’re in the 
Asheville, NC area and you’d like us to put you in touch, give us a call at the boutique at (828) 585-7230. 
 
2. Sometimes they aren’t diamonds. We know it’s hard to hear, but a lot of times stones in heirloom 
rings look like diamonds, but upon further review it may be determined that the stones are not diamonds. We 
have the equipment here at the boutique to test your diamonds first, to make sure they are real, if you haven’t 
taken it to an appraiser already.  
 
3. Reusing stones is possible, but....  If your heirloom jewelry has diamonds or gemstones that you 
would like to reuse in a new ring or piece of jewelry, this can usually easily be accomplished. However, we do 
sometimes find low quality stones or stones that are already chipped or cracked, which would render them 
unable to be reused in a ring that we would design and make.  
 
4. Reusing gold can be MORE expensive.  Gold can vary in quality, so we need to test your gold to 
make sure it is pure enough to reuse.  We can perform a test on your ring at the boutique to determine its 
quality if you would like. Unless you own a large gold ring, we generally do not recommend reusing gold due to 
the added labor cost of melting it down and reusing it. Many people do choose to reuse gold even though it is a 
bit more expensive than using new gold, to retain the sentimental value and history of the materials. At this 
time we do not melt down other metals such as silver and platinum. 
 
5. There is no reversing this process. Once we start removing stones and / or melting metal, there is no 
going back. The heirloom piece will never again be, so be sure you are 100% ready to go through this process! 
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If you have questions, don’t worry!  We are here to answer any questions you may have and to guide you 
through the process if you are interested. Feel free to email us or set up a consultation online anytime and we 
can discuss your specific needs personally.  
 
With Love, 
Lauren, Owner / Head Designer 
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